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Secretary McNamara will return on the 21st. There will be 
Executive Branch discussions leading to a final Presidential decision, 
perhaps the 26th. The President might make his major statement to 
• a joint session of the Congress on the 28th. DOD is doing the first 
- draft of a Presidential statement and will send it privately to 
•Secretary McNamara for his personal review during his return trip. 
This first draft will come to State on Monday, 


2. Congressional Actions . 


k; Consultation with Leadership . Apart from the President's 
personal conversations, Mr. Vance will see Senator Russell Monday 
but will not see Mr. Rivers until after Secretary McNamara's return. 
Secretary McNamara may consult with other leaders about Friday, 
following his return. 


• ' b. Committee Presentation. It is now anticipated that the 
presentation will be made to the Armed Services Committees 
separately, but probably with the Foreign Relations and Foreign 
Affairs Committees also participating. This would presumably start 
the day after the President's statement. It would be the occasion for 
major statements by Secretary McNamara- and Secretary Rusk. Since 
the main thrust of the program concerns military actions, Secretary 
McNamara would lead off, with Secretary Rusk following up with a 
statement covering our political objectives, our negotiating hopes, 
and the present negotiating and international situation in detail. 

Drafts of these two statements will be the responsibility of the 
respective departments. In addition, DOD is currently preparing a 
draft speech which would amplify the President's statement and might 
be given by either one of the two Secretaries. 

c. Preparation of Key Speeches. We need a speech-writing 
_ group early next week to start on draft speech materials for the use 
of Administration supporters in both Houses. Mr. McC-eorge Bundy 
CgjA/s </\- is seeing if Mr. Busb y can be made available to take charge of this 
project. State should play a major supporting role, and we will need 
good draftsmen to cover several key topics and assemble materials. 
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(Poss ible ' Candida tes'might be Messrs. Jorden and Sieverts of P, 

Mr. Moore and others from FE, and Mr. Wilson of 10. Mr. Bundy 
will draw up a list of topics that should be covered both for the 
affirmative case and to meet possible points (such as use of the UN) 

. that might be made by opponents of the program. ) 

DOD is preparing the necessary draft legislation for Reserves 
and tours of duty, and is examining the question of supplementary 
budget requests. 

3. The UN . 

We do not believe that we should take the issue to the UN for 
action at this time. However, we should make a careful and thorough 
I statement to the Security Council, probably on the day after the 
I President's statement. FE and 10 should take responsibility for 
I drafting this statement. 

U Thant personally should be informed of our proposed actions, 
and our unchanged •objectives, prior to the President's statement. 

The Secretary's conversation on July 19 may provide the opportunity 
for a general outline. 

4. Action with resoect to the American Public. 

1 a. The White House is urgently considering the formation of a 
I citizens committee. Mr. Arthur Dean is one candidate to head this. 

b. FE and P will look urgently at the present draft "Questions 
and Answers", to see if release of this material would be useful in the 
public debate following the President's statement. Alternatively, this ' 
material could readily form part of a defensive debating kit assembled 
for Congressional use. 

5. Notification to Key Countries . 

a. Australia /New Zealand /UK . We have already told the 
Australians roughly what we have in mind and indicated that we may be 
suggesting to them similar mobilization/acceleration measures in them . 
own military posture. We will make the same kind of pitch to New 
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Zealand about the 19th or 20th, and will also inform the UK frankly 
at that time. 

t 

: 

b. Asian Allies. We should dive at least one or two days' notice 
to the following, with special reference to the effect of the program on 
• what we may ask of them in the way of base use or additional forces: 

- 

Japan (both in Tokyo and here) ' . j 

Korea (primarily in Seoul) j 

GRC (both ends) 

Philippines (primarily in Manila) 

Thailand (primarily in Bangkok) j 

Laos (primarily in Vientiane) 


c. SEATO. Although we will be seeing most SEATO nations 
• individually, it might help to call in the SEATO Ambassadors collectively 
in Washington, probably on the day of the statement, and to convene 
the SEATO Council the day after the statement, with the added note that ' 

we might underscore the last SEATO communique calling for additional 
measures by the members. This would add little in practice, but would 
be a useful invocation of the alliance. 

I 
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d. Major European Allies. We should probably convene the North 
Atlantic Council on the day of the statement, perhaps even to coincide, 
in time with 'the actual delivery. To the extent not covered in the state- 
ment itself, we would use this occasion to stress that the whole program 
was specifically designed to make sure that v/e would not reduce or 
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In addition, we should probably make a special effort, in advance ; 

•of the statement, with: 


West Germany . I 

Canada 1 

Italy 

t 

e. USSR. The second Harr iman- Kosygin meeting on July 21 mav be 
an excellent occasion for foreshadowing the possibility of major force 
increases and at the same time underscoring that these do not change our 1 

objectives but are solely to meet North Viet- Nam's increasing intervention. 
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With such a general notice already made, we could probably wait until 
the morning of the statement to call in the Soviet Charge and inform 
him in greater detail. 

f- Other Key Countries. The following, for various reasons, 
also appear to deserve special advance notice: 


India 

Pakistan (would be included in SEATO Ambassadors, but 
might also deserve private treatment) 

Indonesia (here we have in mind Indonesia's fairly close 
ties to the Chinese Communists; it should be done in 
Washington, and the timing needs careful consideration 
in order to separate it from Ambassador Green's 
first appointment with Sukarno on the 26th) 

UAH (a key Afro- Asian country, also having links to the 
Chinese Communists) 

Sweden (again for an accurate reading that might reach 
the Chinese Communists) 


g- Regional Groupings . In February, we called in the African 
and Latin American Ambassadors in groups. This would not appear 
wise prior to the statement, but might be a useful action on the • 
afternoon of the statement. 




